World Music Traditions – Mus 103

Spring 2012

Tuesday/Thursday 11:00-12:15

Room 123 – Williams Center

Dr. J. Larry Stockton

238 Williams Center (ext. 5366)

e-mail: stocktoj@lafayette.edu
webpage:  http://jlarrystockton.com/Stocktoj/mus103.html
“Music is NOT an International language.  It consists of a whole series of EQUALLY LOGICAL, but DIFFERENT systems.”

Course Description

A study of important musical genres and practices outside the direct influence of “Western” practice and history.  We will experience some of the world’s great musical and cultural traditions through performance, analysis, and discussions of the music within the greater context of the society.  Our focus will be on West Africa, North India, and Japan, with excursions into Indonesia and other areas as time permits.  Ancillary topics will include; religion, philosophy, language patterns, cultural history and traditional customs.  There are no prerequisites, and students from all backgrounds are welcome.

Objectives
-
To gain an understanding of the function of music and the process of “making music” from a global perspective

· Develop a capacity and eagerness to appreciate and further explore the diversity of the world’s music and cultures

· To develop the ability to “internalize” musical and aesthetic concepts and to apply them outside the classroom

· To cultivate musical instincts that will enhance an understanding of the process of “making music,” listening to music and verbalizing your thoughts and observations

Student Outcomes
At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to:

· distinguish musical styles and genres of Ghana, North India, Indonesia, and Japan.

· describe the major cultural attributes of societies in West Africa, Northern India, Java, Bali, and Japan.

· identify representative musical instruments and vocal attributes from African, and Asia both aurally and visually.

· perform representative djembe patterns in a group setting

· apply musical information to new musical settings outside of the Western sphere of influence.
Methodology

Class sessions and outside assignments will encompass a variety of activities and modes of learning, emphasizing a great deal of individual and group involvement.  This course represents a “hands-on” attempt to expand your musical and cultural experiences.  Activities will include:

· Lectures 

· Individual and group performance exercises-DRUMMING (12:15 Tuesday or Thursday—choose one or be assigned)

· Group and class discussions

· Videos, recordings, computer-assisted media 

· Guided Listening Exercises

· In-class demonstrations

· Readings from the text and additional sources

· Group and Individual projects (including a “final drumming project”)

Requirements and Policies

· Attendance and participation at ALL classes, group sessions and performances is a MUST.  Habitual absences will result in a lower grade!

· Come to Class On Time!
· Take careful notes in class and at all sessions

· Keep up with all assigned reading and listening assignments

· Listening Journal (see sample)

· Concert Attendance:  2/7, 3/21, and 4/30 :  see Below
· Group Drumming will be an ongoing activity starting in the second week.  Each student will be required to attend an extra session each week.  You will choose either Tuesday or Thursday.  Session will be approximately 30-40 minutes each.  Help will always be available as long as you practice!  One of the Williams 2nd-floor practice rooms (229) has two djembes for practice in the building.

· TEXT:  By the 2nd class you should have a copy of World Music Traditions (Stockton), available ONLY through the Music Department.  See Mrs. Takacs (Williams 239) or Professor Stockton (Williams 238) to get your copy.  The cost is $40.00.  Make sure to get the NEW edition with 4 CDs.  ALWAYS BRING YOUR BOOK TO CLASS.
· Quizzes:  Three, as announced

-   Required Concerts

The three performances listed below have significant World Music emphasis and will provide a stimulating platform for discussion.  Each concert will involve a related in-class demo prior to the performance.  A paper will be assigned in advance.

--February 7 (8:00 p.m.)- Glen Velez TA KA DI MI Project
     --March 21 (8:00 p.m.)—Spirit of Uganda

--April 30 (8:00 p.m.) –Lafayette Percussion Ensemble

(All Concerts are Free & Required)

· Academic Integrity

It is expected that all work handed-in (tests, assignments, Listening Journal, etc.) is yours and yours alone.  Any suspected violation will be dealt with according to College policy.  See Student Handbook.

· Make-up Examinations will only be given in exceptional situations, or unless cleared by me in advance.

· Late Assignments will be accepted only at the instructor’s discretion, and will most likely be subject to a late penalty. 

· Students with disabilities that necessitate classroom or test accommodations, should inform the Dean of Studies Office of your needs.

· DO NOT attempt to use cell phones, ear phones, or ANY electronic devices during class.  

Office Hours

My regular office hours are: Monday/Wednesday: 10:30 am – Noon, Tuesday/Thursday: 10am –11am.  Due to Departmental responsibilities, these slots will be crowded.  It is always wise to make an appointment.  I will always make time!
Determination of Final Grade

· Attendance and Participation (15%)

· Drumming (35%)

· Three hourly tests (10% each)              (30%)

· Required Concert Papers   (5%)

· Listening Journal / Concert Attendance (15%)

TOPIC OUTLINE

(NOTE:  This is just a “basic” listing.  The course webpage will be updated weekly and will include a detailed listing of assignments)

1/24, 1/26, 1/31

Introductory Topics

2/2 – 2/23


AFRICA UNIT

2/7:  Glen Velez Concert

2/23: Test #1
2/28 – 3/29


 INDIA UNIT





3/21: Spirit of Uganda Concert




3/29: Test #2 
4/23 – 4/27


JAPAN
UNIT

               4/27:  Test#3
4/30 (8:00 p.m.) –-Percussion Ensemble Concert
5/1-5/3

Closing Topics/ Indonesia  / Drumming 

